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Subject:     "THE  U.   S.  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE  AND  THE  HOMEMAKER. 11  Information 
from  various  sources,  including  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  and  the  Extension 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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"Man  works  from  sun  to  sun, 
But  woman's  work  is  never  done." 

At  least,  that  was  the  way  life  seemed  to  he  on  farms,  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago.     When  David  E.  Houston  (Hew-ston)  was  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
back  in  I9I3,  someone  quoted  this  old  saw  to  him,  and  added  that  the  U.  S. 
1    Department  of  Agriculture  did  plenty  for  the  business  of  farming,  but  nothing 
for  the  farm  home  and  the  woman  who  managed  it. 

So  Mr.  Houston  asked  the  rural  homemakers  of  that  day  to  write  him. 
expressing  their  ideas  as  to  what  a  Government  department  could  to  to  make 
living  on  a  farm  easier  and  more  satisfying. 

More  than  two  thousand  rural  women  in  all  parts  of  the  country  sat  down 
and  wrote  Mr.  Houston  what  they  thought  about  rural  home  life.     Some  expressed 
contentment  with  things  as  they  were.     Others  pointed  out  the  hardships  and 
difficulties.     Nearly  all  complained  of  the  isolation,  of  long  hours  of  heavy 
work,  of  lack  of  running  water  and  other  labor  saving  conveniences  which  city 
dwellers  take  for  granted,     Some  thought  there  was  nothing  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  could  do  to  better  things;  others  felt  that  the  "government"  could 
do  practically  anything.    Many  practical  suggestions  were  made,  and  in  one  way 
and  another  the  ensuing  twenty-four  years  have  seen  many  of  them  adopted. 

We  have  to  realize  in  looking  over  these  letters  today  that  none  of  the 
women  had  radios,  few  of  them  had  automobiles,  and  not  many  of  them  had  had 
any  contact  with  the  scientific  and  economic  knowledge  distributed  today  by  the 
workers  of  the  Eederal-State  agricultural  extension  services.     The  extension 
service  on  its  present  basis  was  set  up  one  year  later,  in  191^-,  under  the  Smith- 
Lever  Act.     In  fact  one  reason  for  asking  for  these  letters  was  to  find  out  what 
farm  women  themselves  felt  ought  to  be  done  by  extension  teaching. 

Many  of  the  writers  of  Secretary  Houston's  2,000  letters  said  they  wished 
for  someone  to  come  and  show  them  how  to  do  their  necessary  tasks  more  easily, 
how  to  plan  good  nutritious  balanced  diets  for  their  families,  how  to  make  or 
remodel  garments,  and  all  the  hundred  and  one  things  that  constitute  housewifely 
lore. 
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Extension  workers  answered  this  often-repeated  call  for  home  instruction 
of  various  kinds.     The  State  agricultural  colleges,  cooperating  with  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  developed  a  staff  of  extension  teachers,  who  organ- 
ized home  demonstration  clubs  and  supervised  their  activities.     Subject  matter 
specialists  in  food  and  nutrition,  clothing,  nome  furnishing,  and  marketing 
were  gradually  added. 

Then,  10  years  later,  in  1923 ,  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  was  set  up 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     At  the  same  time  or  earlier  the  State  agri- 
cultural experiment  stations  enlarged  their  programs  of  research  in  the  sciences 
that  homemakers  apply  in  their  daily  work.     The  Federal  and  the  State  labora- 
tories are  the  scene  of  constant  search  for  the  basic  facts  needed  "by  home 
economists  and  home  demonstration  agents,  and  public  school  teachers  who  spread 
the  knowledge  of  better  homemaking  methods. 

The  research  workers  report  their  findings  to  these  people,  and  they 
in  turn  issue  practical  recommendations  that  homemakers  can  follow  to  improve 
the  family's  diet,  clothing,  and  housing,  and  lighten  the  "burden  of  household 
work.    The  Federal  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  therefore  does  not  maintain  a 
staff  of  field  workers.     Its  members  do  answer  many  questions  sent  by  mail, 
and  they  prepare  leaflets  and  "bulletins  giving  practical  information.  Some 
examples  are  the  canning  "bulletins,  the  baking  bulletin,  and  the  "quality 
guides"  for  people  buying  dresses,   coats,  and  household  textiles.     I  have 
mentioned  many  of  the  bulletins  in  these  Housekeepers'  Chats. 

However,   the  Federal-State  extension  services,  and  the  home  economics 
research  units  in  the  Department  and  at  the  State  colleges  are  not  the  only 
agencies  that  are  helping  modern  homemakers  meet  the  needs  voiced  by  the  farm 
women  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.     Industry,  Federal,  and  State  governments 
have  taken  part  in  the  creation  of  a  system  of  highways  and  the  modern  auto- 
mobile to  end  the  isolation  of  the  farm  home.     The  radio  has  come  along  and 
has  been  used  by  public  and  private  agencies  to  send  information,  entertainment, 
and  inspiration  to  all. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  touches  every  pantry  in  the  land. 
If  you  have  listened  in  to  our  Monday  broadcasts,  you  know  just  how  its  work 
helps  homemakers  safeguard  the  family  food  supply.     The  meat  inspection  work 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus  try  lets  only  wholesome  meat  go  into  the  inter- 
state channels  of  trade. 

The  agricultural  research  of  the  Bureaus  of  Animal  Industry,  Plant 
Industry,  Dairy  Industry,  and  Agricultural  Economics  in  the  Federal  Department 
and  the  corresponding  divisions  in  the  State  Experiment  Stations  has  helped 
farmers  make  better  food  available  for  their  own  tables  and  the  tables  of  city 
families.     When  insect  pests  or  rodents  threaten  to  cause  money  loss  or  physical 
discomfort  or  danger,   the  scientific  knowledge  of  control  methods  is  available 
in  the  Bureaus  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  and  Biological  Survey.  The 
homemaker  planning  to  build  or  remodel  may  obtain  practical  suggestions  from 
the  Eureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering  and  the  State  experiment  stations  and 
extension  services.     The  Federal  and  State  agricultural  engineers  also  have 
worked  out  methods  for  rural  families  to  use  in  providing  at  low  cost  efficient 
water  systems  and  sanitary  sewage  disposal. 

We  broadcast  these  Housekeepers'   Chats  as  one  means  of  letting  you  know 
aoout  the  information  available  to  you  in  these  agencies.     They  are  one  of  the 
answers  to  the  demands  for  assistance  toward  better  homes  expressed  25  years 
ago  by  representative  rural  homemakers. 
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